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BELARUS CONSIDERS
ACCEDING TO GOTHENBURG
PROTOCOL

Belarus is considering accession to the
Gothenburg Protocol, Belarus' First Deputy Minis-
ter of Natural Resources and Environmental Pro-
tection Iya Malkina told BelTA.

"We are considering acceding to the Gothen-
burg Protocol. When presenting the Environmental
Performance Review (EPR) in Geneva we and UNECE
representatives discussed Belarus' possible accession
to the protocol by 2018," she said.

According to Iya Malkina, a country which
signs the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol takes on obliga-
tions to reduce emissions into the atmosphere.
"Belarus has already made a number of voluntary com-
mitments under the protocol to bring our reality into
conformity with those requirements that we will under-
take after signing the Protocol," she said.

Iya Malkina said that Belarus is actively work-
ing towards the ratification of the Minamata Convention
on Mercury which Belarus' Prime Minister signed last
September in New York. "The most important thing for
us today is the possible signing of the Paris agreement
on climate in December this year. We hope that the
preliminary work conducted by the countries will prove
urs]eful dBelar’us is also planning to join the agreement,”

e sai

Belarus presented the third Environmental
Performance Review at the UNECE at the end of Octo-
ber. The EPR recommendations approved by the
UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy will be used
as part of a mechanism to monitor the sustainable
development goals for the period after 2015, and will
form the basis of new international technical assistance
projects.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Protection is responsible for 24 conventions and
is a member of the four international originations: the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Na-
tions Environment Program (UNEP), the UNECE Com-
mittee on Environmental Policy and the Global Environ-
ment Facility (GEF). Representatives of the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection are
part of the governing bodies of the three conventions
(Aarhus, ESPOO and the Convention on Biodiversity).
In 2014 an official of the ministry was elected to the
Bureau of the Committee on Environmental Policy of
the Economic Commission for Europe. Technical assis-
tance attracted from international donors has exceeded
almost 40 times the money the government has spent
on the payment of contributions to the conventions.

BELTA,
5.11.2015

BELARUS SETS GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTION
TARGET BY 2030

Belarus is set to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions by 28% by 2030 as against
1990, First Deputy Minister of Natural Re-

sources and Environment of Belarus Iya Malkina
BelTA has

told journalists on 24 November,
learned.

“The Republic of Belarus has
plans to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by at least 28% by
2030 as against the level of
1990 excluding GHG emissions
and sinks from land use, land-
use change and forestry,” lIya
Malkina said.

She added that Belarus
accounts for less than 0.01% of
global GHG emissions. The
country honors its obligations
under the Kyoto Protocol. Bela- ™
rus' GDP energy intensity has
dropped three times from 1990.
Besides, its average annual GDP
growth reached 6.6% in 1995-
2012, while the average annual
increase in GHG emissions over the same perlod was
at 0.4%. The carbon intensity of the Belarusian econ-
omy dropped 3.9 times. “Belarus is rapidly moving
towards low-carbon development. The level of carbon
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intensity in the country is one of the lowest in Eu-
rope, some 0.3 tonnes in CO2 equivalent per one
MWh of generated electricity. Belarus is almost on par
with such countries as Japan and the United States,”
Iya Malkina stressed.

Experts predict that global climate change will

W affect all continents. The
# recent UN report joins
these estimates. It states
that cities account for
70% of global energy
consumption and green-
house gas emissions.
Urban population is ex-
pected to considerably
. increase in many coun-
| tries, including Belarus.

Belarus' position on the
matters will be presented
 at the climate change
“| conference that will take
_~ _ place in Paris from 30
wil November to 11 December

Y 2015. Its participants are
expected to S|gn a new and universal climate change
agreement.
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SATELLITES READY FOR LAUNCH

General plans for Minsk’s satellite-cities are
ready, informs Chairman of Minsk City Executive
Committee’s Architecture and Town Planning
Committee, Pavel Luchinovich

Six such settlements are planned: Dzerzhinsk,
Zaslavl, Logoisk, Smolevichi, Fanipol and Rudensk. All
are Iocated no more than 60km from Minsk, with good
local transport infrastructure
and several industrial enterpris-
es located nearby, for employ-
ment.

Mr. Luchinovich explains,
“Much attention will be paid to
developing Minsk’s agglomera-
tion, which is related to devel-
oping satellite-cities for the
Chinese-Belarusian Industrial
Park and to constructing the
second ring road. Everything has been taken into
consideration in developing a new general plan.”

Only one house has been constructed so far, in
Smolevichi. According to the First Deputy of the Minsk
City Executive Committee’s Construction and Invest-
ment Department, Nikolay Butrim, by late November,
the 2016 budget will have been discussed at the city
council’s session. In particular, participants will focus
on the volume of financing for a district of high-rise
homes in Rudensk. 700,000 square metres of accom-

modation (or over 10,000 flats) are to be built there.
“Builders will come to Rudensk after about two years,”
Mr. Butrim tells us.

Moreover, in line with a Governmental decree,

state enterprises and joint stock companies (with a 50
percent state owned share) are obliged to build
250,000 square metres of accommodation in 2016, or
around 4,000 flats: 180,000 of
these square metres will be in
Minsk and in the Minsk Region.
As regards other satellite-cities,
various challenges exist, such as
Zaslavl’s overburdened drainage
system and the need for purifica-
tion works to be built alongside
accommodation. Dzerzhinsk lacks
enough jobs for new residents,
while current engineering net-
works would fail to cope with the increased burden. In
Fanipol, there is an industrial zone but little spare
land. Meanwhile, Minsk is close to settlements cover-
ing 6,600 hectares, with up to 5 people per hectare. If
these are ‘compressed’ 4-5 times, then up to 100,000
Minskers could live there. Importantly, huge sums are
not required to be spent on infrastructure.

The Minsk Times,
18.11.2015

UN70 BELARUS EXPRESS RETURNS
TO MINSK — MANY NEW PLANS AHEAD

It has been three weeks since the United
Nations 70 Belarus Express for Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) returned to its point of
origin — the city of Minsk. This initiative was a
shared dream of the UN and the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Belarus.

It was an unforgettable eight-day trip for all
participants. The UN Train visited seven cities and
involved more than 150,000 persons in its activities
all over the country. At the same time, it touched the
hearts and minds of hundred thousand people even
beyond Belarusian borders through social media.
What next? Yes, the UN Express helped people know
about the SDGs. However, UN Express participants
also had many conversations with people from all
walks of life on how the country will achieve these 17
goals by 2030 together. Now, it is about actlons
Already in the first week since the
return of the train, UN Express k
participants have had many events |
in Minsk focused on different SDGs
ranging from a play called ‘Seven’
on gender inequality and gender-
based violence, Kastry¢nicky Ekana-
mi¢ny Forum (KEF) bringing global
expertise to discuss opportunities
and challenges for Belarus and an
international conference on how
Public Private Partnerships can work
for SDGs. On 20th November United
Nations will present to the highest levels of the Gov-
ernment the '‘SDGs and the Voices of the People’ — a
collection of ideas, suggestions, comments and con-
cerns of people from all around the country who were
involved with the Train on how they see themselves
and others contributing to the achievement of the
SDGs. Using this as a point of departure, United Na-
tions will together with a cross-section of public serv-
ants examine the role of the civil service in the imple-
mentation of these Global Goals. Prominent experts
from Kazakhstan, UK, Denmark and Belarus among
others will gather to discuss international best practic-
es at the Academy of Public Administration under the
aegis of the President of Belarus.

Back in 2000, the United Nations established a
series of eight goals to help the world’s poorest peo-
ple. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), as
they were known, were an attempt to address the
most basic requirements of human life: reducing the
child-mortality rate by two-thirds, reversing the
course of the AIDS epidemic, vastly increasing the
number of people with regular access to safe drinking
water. Other targets sought to move closer to a world
without poverty or hunger, in which common diseases
have been defeated — a world with universal primary
education, gender equality, improved maternal health,
and environmental sustainability.

Taken together, the MDGs, which were meant to
be completed by the end of this year, can be regarded
as the largest collective promise that the world’s
governments have ever made to their citizens. De-
pending upon how one interprets the words in the
goals, progress has been mixed. We have not been
able to lower maternal mortality by two-thirds. While
improved drinking water has been extended to more
than 2.6 billion people since 1990 — a remarkable
accomplishment — more than six hundred and fifty
million still lack access to safe water, and nearly a
billion people have no sanitation facilities at all. More-
over, it concerns almost every of the eight set goals
and their targets. Nonetheless, as the MDGs deadline
approaches, a lot more has to be done from our side.

This September, the UN met to ratify a much
broader set of targets — this time called the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals — which many UN member
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states will use or have used already to frame their
agendas and political policies in the next fifteen years.
Officially, there are seventeen new goals — and the
environment, which was all but ignored in the last
round, will receive much-needed attention. But with
scores of countries participating in consultations,
there are now hundreds of targets, sub-targets, and
ancillary targets within the over-all goals.

In fact, the new goals are the result of a three-
year process involving 83 national surveys engaging
over 7 million people, making it the biggest consulta-
tion in UN history. Belarus was one of the significant
contributors in this regard. More than 15,000 took
part in the ‘MY World’ global survey forming the idea
of what Belarus needs to address. This number is
significant taking into account the country’s popula-
The results of the survey were also incorporated
into the 5-year Programme of
Socio-economic Development,
g which is part of the National

| Strategy Document.

Concluding a negotiating process
| that has spanned more than two
" years and featured the unprece-
dented participation of civil socie-
ty, governments united behind an
ambitious agenda that features 17
new sustainable development
goals (SDGs) and 169 targets.

SDGs will be launched in January 2016, but it was
decided to act even before they go live. Prior to the
UN70 Express departure, non-binding Declaration in
support of SDGs and UNDAF was prepared. Seven
Governors signed this Declaration along with the
Chiefs of the UN Country Team Agencies represented
in Belarus. It is the way forward to achieve the SDGs
in Belarus by 2030. The same as it is a declaration of
full support by local authorities of the UN Develop-
ment Assistance Framework for Belarus that aims at
four major topics within the next 5 years: Good Gov-
ernance, Sustainable Economic & Human Develop-
ment and Environment.

On the same Day (20 November) shall the UN
altogether mark the Universal Children’s Day. Nearly
25 years ago, the world made a promise to children
that it would do everything in its power to protect and
promote their rights to survive and thrive, to learn
and grow, to make their voices heard and to reach
their full potential. According to the UN Secretary-
General, ‘The one thing all children have in common is
their rights. Every child has the right to survive and
thrive, to be educated, to be free from violence and
abuse, to participate and to be heard’. Therefore, on
this very day the UN in Belarus starts its 3-week
support for SDGs campaign that will culminate on 10
December — Human Rights Day. These 21-day SDGs
round includes International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women (25 November), World Aids
Day (1 December), International Day for the Abolition
of Slavery (2 December), International Day of Persons
with Disabilities (3 December), World Soil Day
(4December), International Volunteer Day (5 Decem-
ber) and International Day of Commemoration and
Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of Genocide (9
December).Not to leave any behind, United Nations in
Belarus planned a bunch of events like HIV/AIDS
testing campaigns, conferences, round tables and
much more.

Watch close the UN in Belarus through Social
Media pages you use the most and through other
available sources to stay updated and informed!

The Minsk Times,
18.11.2015
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