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70 YEARS SINCE BELARUS BECAME
ONE OF THE UN’S FOUNDING MEMBERS

The United Nations was established by the Charter of the United
Nations and Statute of the International Court of Justice.

The Charter was signed on 26th June 1945 by the representa-
tives of 50 countries, including Belarus (Byelorussian Soviet Social-
ist Republic at that time). There were 51 founding members in
1945.

In accordance with Article 110, the Charter entered into force
on 24th October 1945, after ratification by the five permanent
members of the Security Council and a majority of the other coun-
tries.

UN 70 Express for SDGs to spotlight the UN Anniversary in Belarus If
you come to Belarus in October you cannot help but get caught up in all the
excitement around the UN 70th Anniversary celebrations and the launch of
the Sustainable Development Goals. Never before have the UN and the
Government of Belarus, UN member states, private companies and NGOs
together undertaken an initiative of this scale. You do not even have to be
in the capital Minsk to be involved because the whole country is part of it!

You may ask how? Easy! We have arranged for a UN Train to depart on
23rd October from Minsk to all the six Oblast capitals. This special trip will
last 8 days and will engage thousands of people on board and in the cities.

We call it the ,UN 70 Belarus

l Express for the Sustainable
Development Goals" because
it will bring the UN and the
SDGs to the regions. Dozens
! of movies, workshops, semi-
nars, round tables, a model
|UN, city fairs, concerts,

street theatre, and master
classes on board and in the
cities will involve represent-
atives of the UN, ambassa-
dors of UN member states,
senior government officials
and parliamentarians, CEOs

of companies and NGOs,
celebrities and UN good will
ambassadors, students,
academics and journalists. Al-
most 200 UN staff from 20 agen-
cies will be part of the train,
including the Secretary General's
Youth Envoy. We hope to have a
real-time conversation about
how people all around the coun-
try will work together to achieve the SDGs. All the Governors of the regions
will sign a declaration in support of the SDGs and on 6th November the
initiative will culminate with a conference convened by the UN and the
Government to ,hear the voices from the regions" and charter a course on
how the public service can respond effectively so that Belarus achieves the
SDGs by 2030.

To honour the UN's 70th Anniversary, the Belarusian Post Office will
issue a special stamp to commemorate this important event. On the eve of
UN Day, a number of important events will take place in the capital. They
include the planting of a Peace and Sustainable Development Tree by the
President; the signing and launching of the UN Development Assistance
Framework for the next 5 years; the opening of an exhibition that captures
the 70 year relationship between the UN and Belarus; and the launching of
the train with an exhibition and music festival at the central station in
Minsk.

On 24th October, you will not want to miss the most exciting event —
the UN 70th Anniversary Concert in Hrodna Concert Hall, with music and
dance performances from numerous countries. We will hear real stories

from people the UN serves like refugees, people with disabilities, people
living with HIV, people fighting domestic violence and human trafficking
and survivors of Chernobyl.

At the same time, in major cities you will notice that important public
buildings are illuminated in blue as part of the ,Turn the World UN Blue"
campaign.

Major media outlets in Belarus will carry special coverage of the UN 70
Express" journey across Belarus in real-time. The most popular local TV
channel will make a movie about the trip and a book will be published
about the whole initiative. You may follow the train using the
#UN70Express hashtag on the ,UN in Belarus" social media pages, in addi-
tion to seeing all the fascinating things happening during the journey.

The United Nations has worked in Belarus since 1992. Currently there
are 8 resident agencies on the ground and a number of non-resident agen-
cies working with Belarus to achieve its development agenda. The areas of
work are very broad: climate change, environment protection and energy
efficiency; migration and asylum; economic and local development; human
trafficking and domestic violence; health, in particular HIV/AIDS, TB and
since recently non-communicable diseases; child protection and responsible
parenthood; democratic governance and human rights; Chernobyl conse-
quences, gender equality and many more. The UN in Belarus builds strate-

gic partnerships with the Govern-
ment, civil society and other na-
tional and international partners
to implement joint activities with
a common goal of advancing the
development of the country.

In 2000, the global community
agreed on common 8 time-bound
and quantified Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs). 15 years
later, Belarus has done exception-
ally well reaching almost all its
targets — eradicating poverty and
reducing maternal and child mor-
tality, achieving universal primary
education and decreasing CO2
emissions, promoting gender
equality and building strong partnerships for development. Further efforts
are needed to enhance progress in combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability and developing a global
partnership for development. With most MDGs achieved, more attention
will now be given to further enhance the quality and sustainability of the
country progress, and the equal coverage and availability to the rural and
urban population, both men and women.

At the end of September 2015, the leaders of the UN member states
adopted the new development agenda for the next 15 years — a landmark
agreement that will propel the world towards a more sustainable world, a
world without poverty. The new universal agenda includes 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets that cover economic growth,
social development and environmental protection. The United Nations in
Belarus stands ready in assisting Belarus in the achievement of the SDGs
through the new strategic United Nations Development Assistance Frame-
work for the Republic of Belarus (UNDAF) for 2016-2020 and the National
Strategy of Sustainable Socio-Economic Development for the Republic of
Belarus until 2030.

The Minsk Times
21.10.2015

UN70 BELARUS EXPRESS SETS OFF ON JOURNEY AROUND BELARUS
UN70 BELARUS EXPRESS RETURNS TO MINSK AFTER JOURNEY AROUND BELARUS

IEC VICE PRESIDENT:
BELARUS' NATIONAL SYSTEMS INCORPORATE MANY
IEC STANDARDS

Belarus has integrated many IEC standards into its national
systems, Vice President of the International Electrotechnical Com-
mission (IEC) Ulrich Spindler said at the opening ceremony of the
20th Belarusian Energy and Ecology Forum on 13 October, BelTA
has learned.

“Belarus became a member of the International Electrotechnical Com-
mission many years ago and has already incorporated many IEC standards
into its national systems. Besides, it actively participates in the IEC con-
formity assessment system. Our BELLIS partners have built an excellent
reputation worldwide,” he noted.

Ulrich Spindler emphasized that it was a great honor for him to attend
the opening of the Belarusian Energy and Ecology Forum in Minsk as “the
event is playing a very important role, and electricity is central to our
lives.”

Xiu Xiaoping, Deputy Director of the Torch High Technology Industry
Development Center at the Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology,
also emphasized the importance of the forum and noted that the coopera-
tion between Belarus and China has been significantly intensified. “Belarus
is an important hub on our Great Silk Road. Besides, we are jointly building
the Belarus-China Industrial Park. Today's IEC forum is attended by repre-
sentatives of some 40 Chinese companies. I am confident that this time our
cooperation will also be fruitful,” Xiu Xiaoping said.

Minsk is hosting the 20th Belarusian Energy and Ecology Forum from
13 to 16 October. This year's edition of the forum includes the international
expo Energy. Ecology. Energy Saving. Electro (Energy Expo) and the Ener-

gy and Ecology Congress. The events of the 79th IEC General Meeting are
held as part of the forum. )

Partaking in Energy Expo are some 300 organizations from 15 countries
such as Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Czechia, Ger-
many, Austria, France, Switzerland, Italy, the Netherlands, Finland, and
China. For the first time, the list of participants includes representatives of
32 Chinese innovative companies. Foreign exhibitors make up one-fifth of
the total number of participants. The expo showcases the latest develop-
ments in power engineering, ecology, and energy conservation by such
foreign companies as Siemens, ABB, Caterpillar, Tavrida Electric, Wilo,
Filter, and Bertsch.

The expo features stands of the Belarusian Energy Ministry, the Indus-
try Ministry, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protec-
tion, the State Science and Technology Committee, and the energy efficien-
cy department at the State Committee for Standardization. For example,
the Ministry of Natural Resources demonstrates its new concept of sustain-
able development of urban and rural areas.

The Belarusian Energy and Ecology Forum is aimed at showcasing the
latest science and technology achievements in power engineering, energy
conservation, automation, electronics, environmental protection, and use of
renewable sources of energy.

BELTA,
13.10.2015
MINSK TO HOST BELARUSIAN ENERGY AND ECOLOGY FORUM ON 13-16 OCTOBER
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COLOURS FOR RESERVE FOREST

In the second half of the 1990s, a new
type of nature reserve was introduced in
Belarus: national parks. Four have so far been
established: the Belovezhskaya Pushcha,
Braslav Lakes, the Pripyatsky and the Naro-
chansky. These territories are to be treas-
ured, aiming to preserve our unique natural
environment. Among their key tasks are sci-
entific study, tourism and ecological educa-
tion. The most titled park — the Belovezh-
skaya Pushcha — is no exception: it's already
on the UNESCO World Heritage List, holding a
diploma from the Council of Europe and
boasting the status of a ‘biosphere reserve’.

The Pushcha is the largest primeval meadow
forest in the world, dating from pre-historic times.
The first law on its preservation came into force in
the 16th century, following an g 2
order by King Zygmunt I. The §
forest has always been known
for its hunting, forestry and
preservation and, in 1991, the §
official agreement on the [§
dissolution of the USSR was
signed within its territory. The
Department of Presidential
Affairs oversees all the nation
al parks of Belarus, offering
them special protection, to
ensure that they continue to
grow and develop.

The General Director of
the Belovezhskaya Pushcha,
Alexander Bury, proudly admits that forelgn col-
leagues often express envy. He tells us, “The state
is focused on preserving and developing unique
natural sites, creating a bright example to follow.
The CIS colleagues who visit tend to be envious, as
we have such serious state support, and are under
strict control. We gain significant financial assis-
tance, so have no need to sell any territory. Every-
thing is being preserved and enlarged, to benefit
not only Belarus but wider Europe.”

In the recent decade, the Pushcha has
changed its borders: in 2004, its territory was
increased to 152,000 hectares; in 2012, another
57,000 hectares were added (in the early 1990s,
there were just 15,000). As a result, last year, the
repeated nomination of the trans-border Belovezh-
skaya Pushcha site was adopted. Its territory on
the Belarusian and Polish sides rose to 140,000
hectares and, in 2015, the territory of the UNESCO
biosphere reserve was also enlarged.

The forest is the Pushcha's treasure, with
some trees aged 250-350 years, and others as old
as 500-600 years: oaks and pines. Interestingly,
the Belovezhskaya Pushcha lacks natural lakes,
except for artificially created water reservoirs
(reconstructed in 2003). In 1995, part of the Dikoe
marsh complex joined the national park and, this
year, the marsh has been thoroughly studied, with
an eye to making the first geo-botanical map of
the area. Scientific activity within national park
territories is co-ordinated by the National Academy
of Sciences. The deputy director of the NAS" Insti-
tute of Experimental Botany, Dmitry Grummo,
asserts, “This is an important hydrological site: a
watershed area of the Black and Baltic seas. The
rivers Narev and Yaselda start here and the marsh
plays a key role in preserving such endangered
bird populations as the aquatic warbler and spotted
eagle.”

Mr. Bury adds that no species are being lost in
the Pushcha: on the contrary, their number is
growing. The population of aurochs is rising, with
around 460 registered at the moment. Over the
past two decades, their number has risen 3.3
times in the Pushcha: many more than the forest

can actually feed. With this in mind, forage is pre-
pared for animals" overwintering, at great cost.

At present, the Nikor Scientific-Selection Cen-
tre is being established in the Pushcha, under the
control of the National Academy of Sciences" Scien-
tific-Practical Centre for Bio-Resources. It aims to
study, preserve and ensure sustainable use of the
auroch population. Long-term preservation
(through breeding with genetic diversity) is the
focus, with Polish colleagues providing assistance.

The Pushcha is also keen to ensure that its
economic activities do not harm the environment.
Mr. Bury explains, “Production facilities have been
set up to reflect national parks" features: some
focus on water and others on protection of marsh-
es and agricultural fields. In 1996, the
Shereshevskoe forest-hunting company joined the
Pushcha and, in 2010, Vygonovskoe
came on board. We've updated our
material and technical basis, allowing
§ up to 70-80,000 tonnes of fish to be
bred at Vygonovskoe annually. The
| joined forestries are introducing wood
processing and generate income by
offering hunting to foreigners, who
come eagerly seeking trophies.”

According to Mr. Bury, aurochs are
& not offered for hunting, as they are
# listed in the Red Book. Up to ten

only where they are lacking in good
health. He tells us, “A commission
considers each case, deciding on the animal's
prospects. If it's acknowledged to be of no value,
permission can be granted to Kkill it.”

Few people have no love of visiting national
parks, since they offer an escape from urban liv-
ing. In summer, there is the aroma of plant life
and the cool forest air, while autumn brings a
wonderful range of colours. Of course, in winter,
Father Frost welcomes most of his guests to his
village home in the Pushcha: 212,000 visitors
come across the whole of the year.

Since June 12th, the Biatowieza-Pererov sim-

plified checkpoint has allowed foreigners to enter
from the Polish Pushcha into the
Belarusian side, without the need for
a visa, staying for up to three days.
It's enough time to relax and enjoy
the environment, as well as trying
Belarusian dishes of pickled chante-
relles, pancakes with Pushcha bilber-
ries and strawberries, and venison
shashlik.

Mr. Bury adds, “Almost 2,000
people have visited us in just two
months. Tourists come from Poland,
Europe and America. Previously,
only organised groups visited us
from abroad but, now, individuals
are coming, as the new checkpoint
requires no visas. They arrive alone, sometimes
travelling by bicycle.” In 1999, the national park
welcomed 46,000 guests and, last year, 428,000
were registered. Mr. Bury notes that the infrastruc-
ture has developed a lot since 1999, with new
hotels, a restaurant and a café built. Meanwhile,
Tyshkevich mansion has been revamped. In 2003,
Father Frost's Residence opened and, since then,
has been visited by around 1.3m tourists. He as-
serts, “It's a unique site playing a vital role in
children's ecological enlightenment.”

In addition, last year, the Museum of Folk Life
and Ancient Technologies opened in the Pushcha,
enabling visitors to learn about the craft of carpet
marking: Kamenets District rootstock weaving is

included on Belarus" List of Intangible Treasures.
Coopers and blacksmiths organise master classes
and the local mini cafée treats guests to
,Pushchanka': an alcoholic drink brewed to a
unique recipe at the museum.

In coming years, tourists will be able to enjoy
an open-air museum: unique in Belarus. On the
eve of the 600th anniversary of the Pushcha'
reserve status, a major archaeological dig took
place, unearthing over 50 items dating from the
Stone, Bronze and Iron ages. It being impossible
to place all the findings in the museum located in
the national park's Ecological-Educational Centre,
it's been decided to create a new site. Aiming to
Jrecreate" an ancient village, it will be sited be-
tween Kamenyuki and the park's administrative
centre. Mesolithic and Old Neolithic wooden homes
will be assembled, alongside Bronze Age construc-
tions and an Iron Age settlement, with entry gates,
walls, embankments, ditches full of water, a leaf
bridge, stable, a blacksmith's and pottery work-
shop. This summer, digging was also conducted in
the forest.

Truly, it's sad to leave this wonderful forest,
which is so majestic, boasting great energy. All
should enjoy our Pushcha and we have a duty to
preserve and develop its beauty. Moreover, since
2011, a by-pass road has been in operation, giving
easy access to the reserve.

Reference

e The Belovezhskaya Pushcha National Park
was established in 1991 and is now among the
largest forests in Europe. It occupies 57,000 hec-
tares (38 percent of the park).

e Braslav Lakes National Park was established
in 1995, uniting 74 lakes, with a total area of
12,590 hectares — around 17 percent of its territo-
ry.

e Pripyatsky National Park was established in
1996, comprising mainly forests. It is Europe's
largest territory of transition and upper marshes:
Mezhch, Kandzel, Yelovets, and Olkhovo
(occupying over 30,000 hectares). Narochansky
National Park was established in 1999, offering a
spa and recuperative complex on Lake Naroch: the

largest of its kind in Belarus.
Expert opinion
Natalia Minchenko, the Head of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection"s Depart-
ment of Biological and Landscape
Diversity:
National parks, reserves and natural
monuments occupy over 8 percent
of Belarusian territory. They are not
simply protected by law but receive
financial support. In line with the
2015-2019 state programme to
develop specially preserved natural
territories, 75 events are planned to
help develop our national parks and
our system of nature reserves. This year, over
Br24bin have been put aside for the purpose,
including for the development of tourist infrastruc-
ture. Ecological and information centres are
planned for several Republican landscape reserves,
in addition to recuperative zones at some lakes
and at Braslav Lakes National Park. An open-air
archaeological museum is planned for the Be-
lovezhskaya Pushcha. The programme also aims to
restore damaged marshes and bottomland oak
forests and to prevent natural ecological systems
from becoming overgrown.

BELTA,
29.09.2015

BELARUS CALLS FOR MUTUALLY
BENEFICIAL COOPERATION
TO PROTECT FORESTS IN EUROPE

Belarus speaks in favor of mutually beneficial cooperation for rational use of forest resources. The Belarusian representatives also

protecting the forests of Europe, a
delegation of Belarus said at the
Seventh Ministerial Conference on
the Protection of Forests in Europe
and the FOREST EUROPE Extraordi-
nary Ministerial Conference in Ma-
drid on 20-21 October, BelTA learnt

from the Belarusian embassy in
France.
The Belarusian delegation led by

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of Belarus to France and Spain
(on concurrent accreditation) Pavel La-
tushko stressed the need to implement a
set of measures aimed at protection and

underlined the interest in mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in this area. “While discussing the final documents,
the Belarusian delegation backed essential require-
ments in respect to the principles of rational use of
forest resources,” the embassy said.

The Madrid Ministerial Declaration and a number of
international documents on protection of forests in
Europe were adopted on 21 October. On Belarus' behalf
the document was signed by Pavel Latushko.

Attending the events in Madrid were representatives of
38 countries and 18 international organizations.

BELTA,
22.10.2015
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